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Machine Politics 


Isn’t it disturbing to you that the people 
of America are accepting, without repudia- 
tion or protest, the open, unashamed alle- 
giance between the party in power in Wash- 
ington and the big city political machines 
which are notoriously bloated with graft 
and crime? Many voices are protesting the 
administration’s utilization of CIO and labor 
support, concerning which we report more 
in this issue, but few voices are being raised 
against the most brazen kowtowing to vice 
and crime in the history of our country. 


This is not a plug for Dewey, the Re- 
publicans have also had their innings with 
the lawless—Remember Teapot Dome? 
The preservation of truth stands above poli- 
tics, and it is simply a statement of fact 
that the present administration, sensing the 
low level of America’s moral consciousness, 
can accept with impunity the support of the 
criminal political machines in the metro- 
politan centers where anti-New Deal feeling 
is particularly strong. 


Let us be specific. The Hague gang 
which runs metropolitan New Jersey has a 
history of graft, bootlegging, gambling, 
white slavery, prostitution and crime that 
will match anything known in modern his- 
tory. Over and over again Christian citizens 
of New Jersey have organized to break the 
power of this gang that is poisoning the life 
and draining the moral strength not only of 
metropolitan New Jersey but of nearby 
New York City as well. Yet, as long as 
Democrat Boss Hague promises to deliver 
the votes his great political machine can 
provide, he remains beyond the law—even 
beyond federal law. In other cities, shame- 
ful incidents which involve the highest ad- 
ministration officials in 
occurred. 


Washington have 


Now add to this the fact that authorita- 
tive testimony reveals that all the inside 
dealings which governed the big decisions 
at the Democratic convention in Chicago 
were made secretly between Roosevelt and 
the machine bosses with a final nod from 
the CIO. No wonder national prayers read 
over the radio recently sounded awfully flat. 
The only prayer fit for public utterance that 
can come from Washington must begin 
with, “Forgive us our trespasses.” 


THE MODERN ECONOMISTS are saying that, when a nation or a man expends 
itself or himself to gain control of vast resources and, in the process, loses that quality 
of judgment by which values are measured, (as is so often true of empires or million- 
aires), such a nation or individual soon not only begins to lose the fruits of the gain 
but also the very resources become a forbidding impediment to adj:stments—adjust- 
ments that must be made to prevent inevitable and complete disaster. Two thousand 
years ago Jesus said, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul?” There yeu have the difference between man struggling to 
grasp a great truth and God speaking. 


X-Ray and Forecast 

Americans boys are cutting through the tired, worn armies of Europe again as they 
did in 1918. With terrific drive and eagerness they have been plunging ahead faster 
than their commanders can keep up or move the colored thumbtacks on the headquar- 
ters maps. They are running ahead of their supplies, ahead of their supporting artillery, 
ahead of the news dispatchers who go crazy trying to tell the world where our troops 
are. But already spokesmen in London and in French official circles are beginning to 
say that they had the war “in tidy shape before these overfed, overpaid, oversexed young 
jackanapes began to push into the scene! ...” Believe it or not, that is almost a direct 
quotation from a remark made in London by an outstanding official, And that remark 
caused quite a row. 
Isolationism 

Isolationism has done great harm to America’s international relations. And isola- 
tionism is not the product of American thought; isolationism is the product of the reac- 
tions and attitudes of European leadership which becomes sugary and solicitous toward 
yimerica when it is in trouble, but proud and disdainful when safety is restored. As 
much as we need international cooperation instead of isolationism, we forecast, from 
many reports coming from the fighting fronts, that when America’s eleven million 
fighting men come home again, America will be swept with waves of disillusionment 
and bitterness that will in turn once more greatly mar the progress of world-wide co- 
operation. This is not because Americans are naturally isolationists, but because these 
reactions are the inevitable response to the recurrent attitude of the decadent and ar- 
rogant remnants of Europe’s feudal aristocracy which is still holding the reigns of 
power and is desperately trying to prevent the chaos of this war from bringing about 
their final overthrow. 
The Hope of the World 

The hope of the future is that vigorous, powerful, youthful America may experience 
a spiritual awakening that will cleanse its own political and economic life and, with 
the same courageous strength projected into the world by our youth with guns, may 
carry to a tired and confused generation the message of that other youth, the Son of 
God. 
Race Tension 

Heavy censorship is holding down the news of a grave development in racial tension 
throughout America. Negroes, hundreds of thousands of whom now belong to power- 
ful organizations—the CIO, etc.,—believe they have been betrayed by both political 
parties in the new convention platforms. Bitterness and disillusionment is spreading 
among them. Roosevelt had to make a compromise deal with irate Southern Demo- 
crats to save votes, and the Republicans by-passed the issue to a considerable degree 
althovgh they did offer enough progressive race planning to split Negro vote away 
from Roosevelt. But Negro leaders over the country believe that both parties are 
backing down on Negro reform. Many prominent Negroes considered Henry Wallace 
their champion and, as you may have guessed, it was Henry Wallace’s support of Negro 
reform that damned him among the Southern Democratic leaders much more than did 
any other issue. 


The feeling is becoming so tense and explosive that, wherever an outbreak occurs, 
everything possible is done to hush it up in order to check as much as possible any 


wave of race disturbance. 


However there is trouble, deep trouble, every day in many 
cities and towns. 


Street cars have been wrecked in several communities, individual 
attacks have been frequent and there has been danger of general mob violence in a 
dozen cities. Our listening posts among Negro organizations are sending in alarming 
reports which, we believe, point to.very serious disturbances in the near future unless 


(Continued on next page) 
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Sizing Up Argentina 


Devere and Marie Allen, editors of the uncensored Worldover 
Press, have sent out a report on Argentina based on their recent 
observations. They say that sizing up Argentina is easy if you 
merely bawl out that unhappy country’s dictatorial regime. To do 
that is thoroughly justified, because the military martinets in power 
are dangerous men of a definitely totalitarian mind. But do they 
hold their power merely by force, arrests of opposition leaders, sup- 
pressions and tyranny? Unfortunately, no. They have been clever 
enough to exploit certain popular emotions and prejudices so as to 
strengthen their regime even in some measure with the people who 
are opposed to them. 


Anti-United States feeling is strong enough among almost all 
Argentines to cause some gratification when the colonels’ clique con- 
fiscates our business firms’ holdings or professes to see in the Amer- 
ican war attitude nothing of importance for the future of the world. 
It is a tragedy that, just when we officially stiffen up our relations 
with the Argentine government, we fail to enunciate impressive peace 
aims, fall into the old game of dividing Europe to satisfy rival am- 
bitions, and give slight moral leadership to the Argentine anti-totali- 
tarian forces. One strongly idealistic, firm and hopeful stand for 
specific peace aims would confound the pro-Nazi groups, just as 
Churchill’s laudation of Dictator Franco in Spain did more to harm 
democracy in Latin America than a hundred Axis propagandists. 


Reports of popular support for the nationalism and the jealousy 
of the United States shown by the Buenos Aires dictatorship reach 
us with distressing frequency. Sumner Welles has indicated his 
belief that a “tough” policy will only close the Argentine ranks and 
lend prestige to the Farrell-Peron government, while Secretary Hull 
apparently believes a strong stand will wear them down and cause 
a popular uprising. There is something to be said for both views, 
though Mr. Hull’s is certainly more satisfying and well deserved. 
Informed observers, however, would be willing to bet that in the 
long run Mr. Welles’ guess is the sounder. The dictators need not 
be appeased, but neither should they be permitted to win plaudits 
on their home grounds as the boys who stuck out their tongues at 
a hostile Uncle Sam. 


A dangerous arms race is in the making. Up to now, virtually 
all the armament available for Latin American governments has been 
supplied by the United States, and we have sent one military mission 
after another to train these countries to the southward in their use. 
Now the Argentine government, after long and intense effort, has 
turned out a lot of modern and reportedly excellent war equipment, 
all in Argentine factories, and is going ahead with a self-sufficient 
program that will eventually arm the country to its molars. When 
the reactionary crowd now in power can do it, they will attempt to 
challenge Uncle Sam as the provider of “security” by armament, and 
will seek by selling arms to build up a great sphere of influence in 
South America. We are walking a very narrow and risky path in 
Latin American diplomacy, and we have been saved from disaster at 
times only by the skill of men who, one after another, have recently 
been pushed out of their diplomatic and economic jobs at Washing- 
ton. 


Argentina feels prosperous as well as strong. The southern city 
of Bahia Blanca has a progressive daily, “El Atlantico.” This paper 
recently quoted the London Financial Times as saying: “The econo- 
mic situation in Argentina continues bright, and it is probably the 
most prosperous country in the world.” The daily then points out 
that Argentina’s favorable trade balance for 1943 was double that 
of 1942, and that gold has rapidly increased to 32 millions pesos. 
It concludes: “It is still more satisfying to see on how much reality 
this foreign confidence is based, and on what prospects for the fu- 
ture.” When a pro-democratic paper reflects such ebullient strength, 
outside pressure is not likely to do very much. Argentina’s deliver- 
ance will have to come primarily from within. 


Democracies and Post-War Education 


Radical changes are being outlined for England’s long established 
educational system. A report, prepared after two years’ study by 
a special committee headed by Lord Fleming, recommends the ad- 
mission to the exclusive “public schools” of boys and girls from the 
working and lower middle classes. The famous “public schools,” 
Eton, Harrow, Rugby and comparable girls’ schools, have for cen- 


turies educated the children and youth of the aristocracy and upper 
middle class. Recently, however, these institutions have found them- 
selves confronted by a steady diminution in enrollment due to a 
decline in Britain’s birth rate and the reduced income of many wealthy 
families. Some of the schools are headed by men of marked demo- 
cratic sympathies and it was they who suggested that 25 per cent of 
future students be representatives of the lower classes. 

In expanding secondary education throughout Britain, the Flem- 
ing committee proposes to ease the tuition hurdle; in some cases all 
tuition fees would be abolished and pupils enrolled without distinc- 
tion as to class, in other cases a sliding scale would be set up. Chil- 
dren who are selected (on the basic of previous scholastic achieve- 
ment) to go to the outstanding “public schools” would have their 
expenses paid by the government. 

Die-hard objectors to the Fleming scheme claim that the lower 
class pupils would be overcome with embarrassment and a sense of 
inferiority, and would be extremely unhappy. However, the com- 
mittee was able to cite the experiences of boys at the Dartmouth 
Naval College, where boys of all classes are mixed, to prove that 
no embarrassment need exist over the opening of the undeniably su- 
perior educational advantages, formerly reserved only for the sons 
of the small well-to-do class, to English boys from any stratum of 
society. 

And in America, leading educators predict that the post-war 
period will provide every boy and girl in the country with a high 
school diploma or better. The University of Denver’s new dean of 
administration, George L. Maxwell, forecasts that, “In the public 
schools of post-war years, every youth, regardless of place of resi- 
dence, economic status, sex or race, will be able to secure a broad 
and balanced education through the twelfth grade.” 

Dean Maxwell also believes that the schools of the future will 
maintain guidance departments which will aid boys and girls in their 
choice of profession or trade, help them secure part-time employ- 
ment and scholarships to finance further study, and plan “supervised 
experience in productive work as a regular part of educational pro- 
grams, so that no youth need be handicapped by lack of work ex- 
perience.” Also, additional educational opportunities in the form 
of junior colleges, institutes of applied arts and sciences, or oppor- 
tunity schools will probably be available. 

This broad educational system will be supported by both Federal 
and State funds, Dean Maxwell says, and a plan worked out to in- 
sure equal educational opportunities in all states, a measure very 
much needed under the present circumstances. 


X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from middle page) 
United States and Russia 


The change in America’s international relationships is chiefly due 
to the new realization that Russia is going to leave England, France, 
Holland and all the rest of the European world so far behind in 
military strength, manpower, industrial power, resources, etc., that, 
unless America steps forth to claim the place our huge strength and 
resources can amply command, the whole world political and econo- 
mic machinery will be out of balance. Churchill has been bitter and 
stubborn about this but what can he do? Roosevelt has been quick 
to see the swift tide that has changed the whole world political pic- 
ture since the mighty sweep of Russia’s power began to unfold with 
the victory of Stalingrad. Remember that up until recently the 
officia! belief in London was that Bolsheviks and communists would 
happily destroy each other, but now the Russian sweep has upset 
things almost as badly in London as in Berlin. 

Censorship in England and here is keeping the world from know- 
ing the tremendous confusion and uneasiness that has prevailed in 
London, Dutch empire centers and elsewhere as the real amazing 
power of Russia became evident in the last six weeks. It was fully 
expected that Russia would have to stop for most of the summer 
along the Vistula to catch breath, consolidate and build up supply 
lines and communications. But the Russian Army is making the 
most tremendous advance known in all world history. 

Parliament in London has held closed sessions on this issue and 
even the English people are not allowed to know what was discussed. 
3ritish cabinet sessions have been continuous and tense with no word 
being allowed to seep through the doors or walls. This very ten- 
seness and secrecy tells plenty. In Washington, except among those 
officials who represent London-Wall Street interests under the guise 
of appointments in the State Department, there is a bright-eyed 
awareness of a new world a-borning. : 








